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world for the necessities of our condition, do 
hereby resolve and declare that our political 
connection with the Mexican nation has for-
ever ended and that the people of Texas do 
now constitute a free, sovereign, and inde-
pendent republic and are fully invested with 
all the rights and attributes which properly 
belong to independent nations; and, con-
scious of the rectitude of our intentions, we 
fearlessly and confidently commit the issue 
to the decision of the Supreme arbiter of the 
destinies of nations. 

Happy birthday to my home, the Re-
public of Texas. 

f 

WELCOMING PRIME MINISTER 
BINYAMIN NETANYAHU 

(Mr. PALAZZO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to welcome our friend and ally 
Israeli Prime Minister Binyamin 
Netanyahu to the United States of 
America. 

Tomorrow, the Prime Minister will 
address this Chamber as a head of 
state. Some are protesting and will not 
attend. This is shortsighted and, frank-
ly, disheartening. We have no greater 
ally in the Middle East than Israel, and 
Israel’s very existence is being threat-
ened by its neighbors in the region. 

Words like ‘‘total destruction’’ are 
being thrown around by its enemies. 
Iran marches towards a nuclear bomb; 
yet we do nothing, we say nothing. 
Sure, we negotiate, but we don’t lead. 

Mr. Speaker, the President needs to 
step forward and lead, tell the world 
that we will do what it takes to protect 
our Israeli friends, as we have done for 
over 70 years. 

Prime Minister Netanyahu, welcome 
to the United States. I look forward to 
your remarks tomorrow and to our na-
tions’ continued friendship, as do the 
majority of Americans. 

f 

WELCOMING PRIME MINISTER 
BINYAMIN NETANYAHU 

(Mr. GOHMERT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, fol-
lowing my friend from Mississippi, it is 
important that we recognize that it is 
not just a person coming tomorrow to 
speak to us, it is the leader of Israel, 
our best friend in the Middle East. 

You think I like to come here and get 
lectured about the Citizens United case 
by a guy that doesn’t understand that 
case? You think I enjoy coming over 
here and being told, You pass my 
American Jobs Act right now, when he 
didn’t even have one for a couple of 
weeks? 

Of course not—I come and listen to 
the President because of the respect for 
the position. This is a dangerous prece-
dent some are thinking about starting 
tomorrow: Well, I am just not going to 
show up because I don’t like the man 
that is leading Israel. 

They are our ally, and if you want 
people to stop showing up for others 

like the President, then start that tra-
dition. 

It is a wrong move. Let’s pay respect 
to our best friend’s leader in the Middle 
East. 

f 

GOD BLESS TEXAS 

(Mr. BARTON asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BARTON. Mr. Speaker, 179 years 
ago, in a hamlet in what is now Grimes 
County, Texas, called Washington-on- 
the-Brazos, a handful of brave Texans 
voted to declare independence from 
Mexico. We call this day Texas Inde-
pendence Day. 

As those brave men were declaring 
their independence at a decrepit old 
mission in San Antonio, Texas, less 
than 200 patriots—led by people like 
Davy Crockett and William Barret 
Travis and James Bowie—were fending 
off an army of somewhere between 3,000 
and 5,000 Mexican soldiers under the 
leadership of a General Santa Ana. 

The Alamo fell on March 6, but on 
April 21, 1836, General Sam Houston, at 
a bayou called San Jacinto, led about 
350 Texans in a surprise attack on the 
Mexican Army and won independence 
for Texas from Mexico. 

God bless Texas, and God bless all 
those patriots 179 years ago for what 
they did. 

f 

BRIDGING THE DIVIDE: OBSERVA-
TIONS ON RACE AND JUSTICE IN 
AMERICA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
CARTER of Georgia). Under the Speak-
er’s announced policy of January 6, 
2015, the gentlewoman from Illinois 
(Ms. KELLY) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority 
leader. 

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
this evening, the Congressional Black 
Caucus will take a moment to discuss 
our strong support for the confirma-
tion of U.S. Attorney Loretta Lynch as 
the next Attorney General of the 
United States, and we will examine the 
larger issue of justice in America. 

Tonight’s CBC hour is entitled 
‘‘Bridging the Divide: Observations on 
Race and Justice in America.’’ As we 
reflect on the 50th anniversary of the 
Selma marches, the events of Bloody 
Sunday, and the progress that has been 
achieved in the years since, we must 
remember that the Voting Rights Act 
was achieved not only because of those 
who marched, it succeeded because of 
those who cared enough to get in-
volved, a Congress that became en-
gaged, and an active Department of 
Justice that was diligent about enforc-
ing the Voting Rights Act. 

Loretta Lynch is exactly the type of 
active, educated, and principled char-
acter we need as our next Attorney 
General. Last week, the Senate Judici-
ary Committee voted to confirm her as 
the next AG, paving the way for her 

confirmation by the full Senate. This 
confirmation must come soon and can-
not be held up for partisan political 
purposes. 

With experience as a frontline pros-
ecutor, a U.S. attorney, and as some-
one with a strong record of service over 
several decades, Ms. Lynch is more 
than qualified to sit at the helm of the 
Department of Justice and protect the 
rights of our American democracy. 

On the issue of justice, there is so 
much more we can discuss tonight, but 
right now, it is most appropriate for us 
to examine a few topics that so many 
citizens in the districts we represent 
want to look at. 

In addition to Ms. Lynch and the De-
partment of Justice, we would like to 
take time to explore the value of black 
lives in America and the fact that they 
do really matter, perceptions in minor-
ity communities regarding police 
treatment, the impact of black incar-
ceration on communities, and voting 
rights and disenfranchisement. 

I want to thank the distinguished 
gentleman from the Garden State, my 
good friend and anchor for this hour of 
action, Representative DONALD PAYNE. 
Congressman PAYNE has been a forceful 
advocate for justice issues in America 
and a leader in the true sense of the 
word. 

I yield to Congressman PAYNE. 
Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I would 

like to thank the gentlelady from Illi-
nois who has demonstrated her leader-
ship throughout her time here in Con-
gress, and I am just delighted to also 
be working with her. 

Mr. Speaker, we want to thank the 
Congresswoman, once again, for open-
ing tonight’s Congressional Black Cau-
cus Special Order hour. It is an honor 
to join with her and the other members 
of this caucus to speak directly to the 
American people and keep them up to 
date on our efforts. 

b 1915 

We are here tonight to talk about the 
urgent need to ensure the nomination 
of Loretta Lynch as the next Attorney 
General of the United States of Amer-
ica. 

Ms. Lynch has a distinguished legal 
career in private and public service, 
earning the respect of her colleagues 
and establishing herself as a topnotch 
lawyer and Federal prosecutor in the 
Eastern District of New York. 

She has successfully prosecuted cases 
on far-ranging issues, including public 
corruption, violent crime, and ter-
rorism. They have included a number 
of high-profile cases, such as United 
States v. Volpe. In that case, Ms. 
Lynch was part of the trial team that 
convicted several New York police offi-
cers involved in the torture of Haitian 
immigrant Abner Louima in 1997. She 
also prosecuted the Bangladeshi man 
convicted of attempting to blow up the 
Federal Reserve Bank of New York in 
2012. 

Mr. Speaker, Ms. Lynch’s profes-
sional credentials are matched by her 
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